
 
 
QUARTERLY MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR                              First Quarter 2016/Issue No. 5 
 
Since my last quarterly message, the World has seen several cases of the use of WMD by non-State 
actors, which adds to the importance of 1540 implementation.     

In this connection, I would like to call to your attention two documents that emerged from the 
Nuclear Security Summit that are directly relevant to the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004).  
One is a “Joint Statement on Promoting Full and Universal Implementation of United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)” (http://www.nss2016.org/document-center-
docs/2016/4/1/joint-statement-on-1540-committee) and the other, the UN Action Plan 
(http://www.nss2016.org/s/Action-Plan-UN_FINAL.pdf).    
 
In my last quarterly message, I referred to the “Wiesbaden Process”, a series of annual engagements 
with industry hosted by Germany, which concluded with its fourth meeting last November.  On 16 
March Germany briefed an informal meeting of the Committee on the outcomes of the meeting last 
year and future plans for regional meetings.  In this regard I would like to bring to your attention a 
report prepared by the German Government that summarizes lessons learned from the four meetings.  
It is entitled “Private Sector Engagement in Strategic Trade Controls:  Recommendations for 
Effective Approaches on United Nations Security Council Res. 1540 (2004) Implementation”.   It 
may be found on the UN Official Document System at 
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2016/247.  I recommend that interested 
parties review the report.  
 
I also referenced the participation of the Committee and the Group of Experts at the end of October 
2015 in the maritime “Gate to Africa Exercise”.  This exercise, which was held by Morocco and 
Spain in partnership with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), tested nuclear security 
arrangements during maritime transportation of radioactive material.  I bring to your attention a 
Morocco-Spain Joint Statement on the exercise, which was issued recently.  It is at 
http://www.nss2016.org/news/2016/3/25/morocco-spain-joint-statement-on-gate-to-africa-exercise.        
 
The Committee has been active during the first quarter of 2016.  It met informally on 29 February to 
consider scientific, technological and commercial developments that could bear on the effective 
implementation of the obligations under resolution 1540.  We asked speakers to focus on relevant 
near-term scientific and technological developments.  A particular focus was given to intangible 
technology transfers, proliferation financing and remotely-piloted aerial vehicles. 
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On 29 March the Committee held a consultation on the Comprehensive Review with the 
international organisations with liaison offices in New York.  Representatives of the IAEA, 
INTERPOL, and WCO participated, as did the UNODC, 1267 Committee and CTED.  My goal was 
to seek advice on elements that their organizations might wish to see in a new resolution, as well as 
opportunities for enhanced cooperation and information exchange.  I also invited them to consider 
enhancements that would align their programmes of work in a way that would better promote more 
effective implementation of resolution 1540.  I was pleased, but not surprised, that the speakers 
praised existing cooperation for that is my view as well.  Suggestions made at the meeting on how to 
do even better were most welcome. 

In the first quarter of this year, the Group of Experts participated in events of which I would like to 
highlight three: 

I. Meeting in Tokyo of the Global Partnership Working Group (GPWG) 

The 1540 Committee Group of Experts participated in a meeting of the Global Partnership Working 
Group (GPWG) from 13 to 15 January 2016 held in Tokyo, Japan.  During one session, an in-depth 
discussion was held on resolution 1540 (2004), focusing especially on the 2016 Comprehensive 
Review.  The participating States agreed to strengthen the cooperation between GPWG and the 1540 
Committee.  The meeting provided an opportunity for the 1540 experts to reiterate to potential 
assistance providers the requests for assistance received by the 1540 Committee and to share the 
plans of the 1540 Committee in this regard.  They mentioned, in particular, the 2016 Review and 
Assistance Conference for African States organized by the African Union and held on 6 and 7 April. 

II. Myanmar National Round Table

From 19 to 20 January, the Group of Experts visited Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar to have a National 
Round Table on the Implementation of Resolution 1540 (2004).  Myanmar demonstrated a strong 
commitment to disarmament, non-proliferation and support for the implementation of resolution 
1540 (2004).  It reaffirmed its intent to cooperate with the 1540 Committee and move in the direction 
of full and effective implementation.  In this regard, Myanmar highlighted the fact that it had signed 
the IAEA Additional Protocol in September 2013, ratified the Biological Weapons Convention in 
December 2014, ratified the Chemical Weapons Convention in July 2015, and had also ratified other 
international instruments to counter terrorism.  Myanmar is also revising its national nuclear, 
chemical and biological legislative and regulatory framework in order to implement the obligations 
arising from the above-mentioned international legal instruments. 

III. Meeting of African parliamentarians in Côte d'Ivoire

From 22 to 23 February 2016 a Seminar for African parliamentarians on resolution 1540 (2004) 
was held in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire.  The seminar was organized jointly by the Parliament of 
Côte d’Ivoire and the Inter-Parliamentary Union, in partnership with the 1540 Committee and the 
United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs.  This is the first event that brought 
together Parliamentarians from one continent to discuss the implementation of resolution 
1540 (2004). 
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Legislators play an essential role in developing and enacting the necessary legal framework to 
implement resolution 1540 (2004) and to help prevent the potential consequences of nuclear, 
chemical or biological weapons proliferating to non-State actors, including terrorists.  The meeting 
discussed challenges related to the prevention of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction in 
Africa as well as ways to strengthen national legal frameworks there.   

Looking ahead, actions continue to implement the work plan for the 2016 Comprehensive Review. 
There are two major events planned in April and June 2016.  On 11 and 12 April, hosted by the UN 
University, an international academic event was held in New York in order to promote a dialogue 
with academia and civil society.  We obtained inputs for the Comprehensive Review from the event 
with respect to near-term scientific developments in the nuclear, chemical and biological areas that 
we should be most concerned about in relation to proliferation to non-State actors.  This, in turn, 
raises the issue of the means by which the academic community itself can mitigate the risk that its 
work might contribute to proliferation.   Also on the agenda was a discussion of ways in which 
research within academia can help the Committee better achieve the goals and objectives of 
resolution 1540 (2004). 

From 20 to 22 June, in New York, there will be an open consultation with Member States, 
international organisations, and civil society that will provide an opportunity for them to share with 
the Committee their perspectives on the Comprehensive Review. 

Visit www.un.org/en/sc/1540 for detailed information on resolution 1540. 
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